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What’s New in Cognos Analytics 11.1.2? 
Webinar Q & A 
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Cloud 
Is this available on cloud 11.1.2? 

Yes. 

Dashboards 
What updates have been made to dashboarding?  Anything new in UI or 

functionality? 

Dashboard changes for 11.1.2 are centered around interactivity with visualizations via 

the ability to create custom groups and do custom sorting. 



 

2 
 

 
Dashboards continued: 

For custom sorting in dashboards, can you sort by a data item?  For example, 

sort months by a fiscal number. 

Absolutely, there is a sort by function in the properties of every data item in both 

Dashboards and Data Modules. 

What features and functionality determine if you should create a dashboard 

in Reporting v Dashboards?  I.e. what can (or can’t) you do where? 

Without going off the deep end in the differences, what I'd generally recommend is that 

you use dashboards as a jumping off point for all visualization-based reports. If what 

you can accomplish in dashboards works for your users, great! If not, consider the 

dashboard a prototype and move development into report authoring. 

When creating a dashboard with pin object, are they all linked (interactive 

and prompts) 

Sort of - they are linked and interactive where possible. In other words, if you insert a 

visualization it will interact with other visualizations with which it shares underlying 

data. It behaves no different from other visualizations. 

Are there ways to hide the filter areas at the top of dashboards so that they 

look more "normal" embedded in a web page? 

Not at this time. This is a good option for an RFE however. 

In Dashboard, can we use conditional color similar to report? 

Only on the list or crosstab object, however a more feature rich conditional rendering 

option is in the roadmap. 
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Data Modules  
If we have a package and want to apply the fiscal calendar can we use the 

data module to bring in the calendar and package and apply it to package? 

Sort of - you couldn't apply it directly to the package within a data module, however you 

could extract the needed info from the package to a data set, then apply relative time to 

the data set. It's an extremely simple process. 

Explore 
What about the new Explore module? 

I didn't highlight the Explore functionality during the webinar because there weren't 

huge changes to it for 11.1.2. If you're interested in learning more reach out to us, 

happy to do a private viewing. 

File Upload 
Does uploading excel files clutter up the content store? 

Sort of - as I mentioned on the webinar, they are housed there by default. If the size of 

uploaded files is onerous you do have the option of choosing a location on disk to store 

them instead. 

When I upload a file it does not give you the opportunity to change the 

properties in excel upload itself...but it seems you are only able to change the 

properties while making the data module or dashboard etc.…but not the 

Excel file itself. 

That's correct. My recommendation is to always put the excel file into a data module 

before building reports or dashboards from it. While this is an extra step, it provides you 

with maximum flexibility going forward. 
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Framework Manager  
Can we combine the custom calendar or fiscal calendar into a report 

referenced by a Framework Manager Package?  Does it go with the 

Framework Manager Package? 

No, the custom calendar can only be used in a data module. However you can extract 

data from your FM package into a Data Set, and then use the Data Set and the custom 

calendar together in a data module. 

Are there any changes in the Framework Manager in this release?  

No changes to FM in this release. I would expect FM to receive no further updates aside 

from bug fixes going forward. All new features will be built in Data Modules. 

JavaScript 

Any changes in calling the JavaScript files in this release? 

Not in this release as compared to 11.1.1, no. There is a new way to manage js in 11 

compared to 10. 

Jupyter Notebooks 
So to be clear, we can use Jupyter notebooks to work as an ad hoc ETL tool in 

addition to all the fancy pants data science stuff? 

Essentially, yes. Jupyter Notebooks can handle a variety of data transformation tasks 

that you might traditionally consider ETL. 

Are this Jupyter visualizations reactive to other Cognos objects, like filters? 

Not today. 
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Jupyter Notebooks continued: 

Can the advanced visualizations created in a notebook be added to a report 

as well or is the capability restricted to adding them into Dashboards? 

Currently it's restricted to adding them to Dashboards, reports will come in the future. 

Do you need a specific license to use Jupyter? 

Anybody can consume the output from Jupyter Notebooks, however to develop with 

them requires the Analytics Explorer license. 

Is Jupyter notebooks capability optional? Can it be secured to not display for 

certain users?  Are there changes in system requirements?  Is there a 

"migration path" for an upgrade from 11.0.x to 11.1.2? 

Yes, it can be controlled and secured just like other objects in Cognos. As far as 11.0.X 

to 11.1.2, I would consider adding more memory and computer power to accommodate 

the new data set and Watson functionality. Jupyter Notebooks run on an independent 

server and should not materially affect Cognos performance. Migrating 11.0.X to 11.1.2 

is an over-the-top install and does not require significant down time. 

Have you installed/integrated Jupyter notebook server piece?  Any 

difficulties? 

Yes, the webinar was presented using Cognos running on an AWS Windows machine, 

with Jupyter running on an AWS Ubuntu machine. We did encounter some difficulties 

related to DNS on AWS but nothing in terms of the basic Cognos - Jupyter set up. It was 

pretty straight forward with the exception of applying the appropriate IIS changes. They 

weren't difficult but they did require that you follow instructions properly ;) 

Can you import existing Jupyter notebooks developed externally? 

Yes. 
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Jupyter Notebooks continued: 

Can I connect to an existing Jupyter notebook server? Do I need to install the 

Jupyter notebook server separate machine? 

You will need to use IBMs Jupyter distribution as far as I know, and it does need to be 

installed on a Linux machine independent from the Cognos application servers. 

Visualizations created with Jupyter are only for dashboard tool or also is it 

possible to add it to a report? 

Currently it's restricted to adding them to Dashboards, reports will come in the future. 

I read that Jupyter notebooks can only run via Linux...any thoughts on why 

this is and why no windows support? 

That is correct. I believe Jupyter Notebook Server is only available on Linux. For 

reference the server I was using today was installed on an Ubuntu machine running on 

AWS. 

Is IBM providing in virtual machine images of the Jupyter Linux image for 

Cognos customers to get a "quick start" on?  We are a windows shop here so a 

pre-built VM image would be very helpful. 

Not at this time. The instructions for installing Jupyter are pretty straight forward, one of 

our consultants with very little Linux experience was able to do it. 

What will happen if Jupyter is down? 

If Jupyter is down you get an error message when the notebook is loading. 

Will we be able to open an R package and run them with Jupyter? 

Not at this time. We can inquire with IBM about this for you. 
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Landing Page Customization 
Any option to customize the default landing page in 11.1.2? 

Yes, the default landing page can be customized using the themes functionality. 

Prompting 

Will there be enhancement in prompting objects for reports and dashboards? 

Yes, this is something IBM is working toward. 

Reporting 
Any word on making these nice custom color palettes and saving them to use 

in the new report (non-dashboard) visualizations? The new custom palettes 

for the dashboarding side is great though. 

No new info at this time. 

Will IBM be going away from Report Studio with all the new features in 

11.1.2? 

Going away from? No, Report Studio ('Authoring' in Cognos 11) is still where IBM's 

bread is buttered and that isn't going to change. However, the self-service analytics part 

of our industry - think Tableau - as well as the Watson style features will receive 

significant investment going forward. While there are tons of quality of life 

enhancements we'd like to see in Authoring, it is a very mature product. 
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Security 
Security concern Cognos url single sign? 

Not certain how to address this one, please contact us for clarification. 

How to remove account information from single sign url? 

Not certain how to address this one, please contact us for clarification. 

Upgrade Planning  

What is the upgrade process from 11.0.x to 11.2.1?  How difficult is it to 

upgrade? 

The 11.0 to 11.1 upgrade is an over-the-top upgrade that you can apply to your existing 

11.0 servers. You'll want to make sure to take appropriate backups of your content 

store and server configurations, but overall the upgrade is not difficult at all. 
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About Thrive 
Thrive is an IBM certified solution that transforms audit data into measurable, 

meaningful, and actionable insights about your Cognos environment. Learn More  

About the Trial 

Start your free trial and get unlimited access for 30 days. After the trial ends, you 

still get access to many of the features for free. 
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